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This month, many families will 
participate in a much-loved harvest 
tradition – carving a pumpkin. 
They’ll set aside time one day to pick up 
a promising pumpkin from a store or 
farm, spread old newspapers on a table, 
bring out an assortment of utensils, and 
finally, chuckle together while shaping an 
award-winning smile for their very own 
decorative jack-o’-lantern. 

And why do they do it? Because it’s 
fun! Because they’ve done it every 

year. Because having a pumpkin is an 
important part of their fall season. 

No matter how busy they might be, 
families MAKE time for carving a pumpkin.

What family activities do you MAKE time 
for? Guaranteed, these activities are the 
ones you value most. 

The Bible instructs us to redeem our time 
(Ephesians 5:16-17). In other words, God 
wants us to seize opportunities and make 
the most of each God-given moment. We 

redeem our time best when we use it 
to follow God’s will (v. 17). To help us, 
the next verses in Ephesians list many 
ways to follow God’s will, especially 
in family relationships (5:18-6:9). For 
example, Ephesians 6:4 instructs fathers 
to bring children up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord.

Wait a minute! Fathers (and mothers 
too), have you ever wondered God’s will 
for you as a parent? Here it is: Nurture 
your child’s faith. As a parent, this is the 

Carving Out
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Making MeMories 
Get moving! As you memorize handbook 
verses, make up hand or body motions 
for key words in the verse. For example, 
when your child says Genesis 1:1, tell her 
to reach her hands high above her head 
for the word heavens. Then she can shape 
a circle with her fingers when she says the 
word earth.

saMple FaMily TiMe 
Each family time will be unique, but here’s how it 
might work for some families: 

•	 First,	one	parent	reads	a	story	from	a	children’s	
picture Bible and spends a few minutes asking and 
answering questions about key truths in the story. 

•	 Next,	children	work	on	their	Awana	handbooks	
with help from Mom and Dad. 

•	 Then,	everyone	takes	turns	praying	a	simple	word	
or sentence to God. 

•	 Finally,	the	family	plays	a	game	of	show-and-tell.	
Each family member displays a hobby, collection, 
book, picture, or other object and talks about it.  
If the item on display relates to the Bible story or 
a handbook memory verse – hooray! But it’s OK 
if it doesn’t.

FaMily TiMe ideas
There are countless ways to nurture your child’s faith 
at home. One idea is to set some minutes or hours 
aside for a focused time of fun and spiritual learning. 
During this time, the whole family comes together 
to read God’s Word, work on club handbooks, and 
experience other creative, meaningful activities. 
Follow these steps to get started: 

1. decide how often you will have family time. To 
achieve success in this, start small. If you don’t already 
meet together with a focused spiritual purpose, 
aim for once or twice a month. If you already meet 
occasionally, aim for once a week. Simply set your 
goal for more than you are doing now.

2. identify an evening, morning or afternoon when 
the whole family is home together. (For some busy 
families, this may be the first challenge!) With input 
from other family members, set about a half hour 

best way to redeem your time. This is 
God’s main expectation of you. This will 
determine, in God’s eyes, your success 
as a parent – while at the same time, you 
trust Him with the results. 

Since nurturing your child’s faith is the 
best use of your time, how much time 
do you make for it? How many family 
activities focus on helping your child (and 
each other) grow spiritually? 

Involvement in church and Awana Clubs® 
is a terrific start! Did you know that the 
new Awana® at Home™ ministry  
(www.awana.org/athome) will equip you 
to grow your child’s faith at home, while 
he also grows at club? What a doubly 
powerful way to redeem your family time! 
The next few issues of Parent 
Pause will give you some 
ideas for “carving out” 
spiritually enriching 
family times into your 
busy fall schedule.

continued from page 1

aside for family time. Put it on your calendar 
and guard it like you would any other 
important appointment.

3. plan the family time. Include three 
components: Bible reading, club handbook 
time, and a meaningful activity (such as 
prayer, singing, or a game or project) that 
builds relationships and/or reinforces the 
Bible theme. Immerse the whole family time 
in an atmosphere of respectful fun.

4. stay committed to your family time 
efforts, experimenting and making 
adjustments as needed. At first, parents 
should direct these times, but later, older 
children and teenagers can be involved in 
planning. By starting family time habits early, 
your children will grow up seeing it as a 
regular, much-anticipated part of family life.
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Cubbies, connect the dots below. Then color this picture 
of david, the shepherd boy. ask your mom or dad or a 

grown-up at church to tell you about david from the Bible.

parenTs:

Read about young David from a children’s 
Bible (1 Samuel 16:1-13) to your child. Talk 
about his job as a shepherd and the things he 
provided for his sheep: food and water, rest, 
protection from wild animals, guidance, etc. 
(You could also read from a children’s picture 
book about Psalm 23.)

This year your Cubbie will memorize the first 
part of Psalm 23:1. Why not introduce that 
verse now? Tell your child that the Lord Jesus 
is the best Shepherd, and we are like sheep, 
because we need someone to care for us.

Cubbie bear’s COrner
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“Since God is a generous God, it makes sense 
that He has given us time in abundance for 
everything He has called us to do.”

Pat King, Christian author

Proverbs 
f o r  p a r e n t s



Puggles Page
October 2009

©2009 Awana® Clubs International

That’s the first Big truth your little puggle will learn this year.

learning at Home: This month, thank God for providing trees. Talk 
with your child about the ways trees benefit our lives. Enhance your 
learning with one of these easy leaf crafts. 

1. leaf rubbings – If you live where leaves change colors for the 
season, take a walk with your child. Carry a basket or bag to collect 
leaves of different shapes, colors and textures. At home, arrange 
the leaves nicely on a table or flat surface. Cover them with a large, 
blank piece of paper. Then give your child crayons (with wrappers 

removed) to rub sideways over the paper. You may need to hold the 
paper in place or secure it with tape. Little ones light up when they 
discover the leaf impressions for the first time! Hang the picture in 
your home as a fall decoration.

2. Thanksgiving place Mat – Purchase leaf-shaped cookie cutters 
and tempera paints in yellow, orange and red. Supervise while your 
child dips the cookie cutters in the paints and “stamps” them onto 
a piece of brown construction paper. Cover the paper on both sides 
with clear, adhesive plastic sheets to make a place mat. 

god Made eVeryTHing! 
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