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How does your family celebrate? Do you put up a Christmas 
tree? Do you buy presents to remind you that Jesus is the 
greatest gift ever given to people? Maybe you make a special 
meal every year. Or maybe Aunt Martha is coming over to 
pinch your cheeks and tell you how big you’re getting. 

Does your family travel to another place at Christmastime? 
Do you know who else traveled on Christmas? Mary and 
Joseph! The next page of Sparkles will tell you a little more 
about their trip, but for now, talk to your mom or dad about 
the different things you do for Christmas. When you are 
done, draw a picture of something you do every year with 
your family on Christmas.
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What Was the First christmas Like?
Maybe you travel a long way 

on Christmas morning to get 

to Grandpa’s house or Cousin 

Betty’s apartment. But did you 

know that on the very first 

Christmas, Mary and Joseph 

traveled almost 100 miles (around 

160 km) to get from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem?  Driving a car from 

Nazareth to Bethlehem only takes 

2 hours – about how long your 

Awana club lasts. But walking to 

Bethlehem from Nazareth took 

many days. Not only that, but 

Mary was pregnant and about 

to have Jesus – it was extremely 

hard for Mary to do any walking. 

Mary and Joseph were probably 

very tired when they finally 

arrived in Bethlehem.

When Mary and Joseph got to 

Bethlehem, every inn, and every 

other place to stay, were full of 

people. There was no room. Their 

feet might have been tired from 

all the walking. Finally, they found 

someone willing to let them stay 

in the barn in the back of his inn 

or house.

After Mary gave birth to Jesus, 

there wasn’t a crib or bed where 

she could put Him down for a nap. 

She put Him in a manger, which 

was where the animals’ food was 

kept. Imagine that, God’s Son, 

Jesus, sleeping in a dirty, smelly 

manger the night He was born.

This Christmas you may get a lot 

of new toys and games, maybe 

even some cool clothes. Or 

maybe you’ll just get a few things 

that you need. Try not to think 

about what you get — instead 

think about the first Christmas. 

Mary and Joseph walked for 

days to Bethlehem because God 

had something BIG in store. He 

Promised a Savior would come 

from Bethlehem (Micah 5:2)! God 

was about to show the world 

who He was. Talk with a leader 

or your dad or mom about the 

very first Christmas. You might 

even want to read Luke 2 with 

your family. Jesus gave up heaven 

so He could come to earth and 

show you who God is.  What a 

loving God!
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Help mary 
and Joseph 
travel from 
Nazareth to 
bethlehem!
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